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2013 FOUNDATION GRANT PROGRAM CRITERIA

PROGRAM PURPOSE

The Recreation Foundation of British Columbia is a registered charity (No. 89232 0441 RR0001) the purpose of which is to advance parks, recreation, arts and culture, and the environment in BC; and to fund the activities of not-for-profit volunteer and educational organizations in the province.

The Foundation’s grant program includes the following criteria:

· Grants are intended for not-for profit organizations and/or Registered Charities. Submissions must include a government business number or charity number.  (If your organization does not have registered charitable status, and if you are affiliated with one that does, you may still qualify for consideration.  Please contact the Recreation Foundation office at 604.538.7061 for further details.) 
· Grants will not exceed 50% of the total project cost, and the maximum grant will be $10,000 

· Grants may be used for service expansion or improvements to existing programs, equipment (office equipment is excluded), as well as new programs and services, but are not intended for research, tournaments, full-time staff, planning or construction projects
· Compliance with each of the requirements must be demonstrated in the Grant Application

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

· Application forms will be available on the Foundation’s website and by mail

· Questions on the application form must be answered in the space provided and only additional information as outlined on page 4 of the Grant Application form is to be included

· The minimum acceptable request will be $1,000 (i.e. 50% of a $2,000 project)
· Approved funds will be forwarded as follows - 75% at the start of the project, and 25% when the project is completed and a final report submitted
· Approved funds are determined by the Board of Directors and are not necessarily equivalent to the requested amount
· Organizations requesting funding must have sufficient funds in place to proceed with the project
· Projects will not be funded retroactively
· Foundation management will liaise with organizations that receive grant approvals
· Approved projects must be completed within a 12 month period from the date of approval, and will be reviewed with each organization prior to the final 25% of funding support
PROJECT SUBMISSION DEADLINE / APPROVAL DATE

· Submission Deadline

February 28, 2013
· Approval Date


April 30, 2013 

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY

· The Grant Program is available to organizations, including but not restricted to community/social groups, service clubs and school Parent Advisory Councils, parent/teacher groups, cultural groups, sports groups, and environmental organizations

SELECTION CRITERIA 

· All applications will be reviewed by the Grant Committee and Board of Directors. Each application will be assessed according to the following criteria
Participation / Collaboration (up to 25 points)

The project should involve broad community support and participation from local organizations

Applications that demonstrate active participation in the planning and implementation of the project will be awarded the maximum number of points
Two letters from local organizations in support of the project should be attached to the application
Project Impact / Need (up to 25 points)

Projects that address community need, as well as clear and concise information regarding these concerns, and the manner in which the project will address these needs will receive maximum points  

An outline of how the project will be evaluated by the applicant must be included with the application
Organization / Project Design (up to 25 points)

Maximum points will be awarded to applications that reflect careful planning and ability to undertake the project

Applications should include mention of the specific steps that will be taken in initiating the project, as well as a timeline for the completion of the project  
Maximum points will be awarded to projects that are well planned and ready for implementation

The application should show evidence that the applicant has the capacity to follow-through, and that it has experience in working with related organizations - such projects will have clearly articulated goals, a specified timeframe for the accomplishment of tasks, and show evidence that the organization has the capacity to follow-through

Project Budget (up to 25 points)
The project’s budget is a reasonable projection of expenses and revenues. Maximum points will be awarded to projects that provide a detailed breakdown of projected expenses and revenues. Submissions must include a clear, concise budget worksheet to be eligible for the Foundation Grant Committee review
OTHER PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS

· Organizations will not be eligible for future grants until the current project is completed and a final report has been submitted
· The applicant’s financial contribution must be in place prior to applying for a Grant. A certified  financial statement for the previous year will be sent to the Foundation upon notification that the organization’s application has been approved   
· Donations or gifts in-kind may be included as part of the applicant’s contribution to the project. Written confirmation and verification of the value of these donations must be included with the application
EVALUATION PROCESS

· All applications must be received or post-marked on or before February 28, 2013. Late applications will not be accepted

· Applications will be assessed in detail on the basis of the Grant Program’s eligibility criteria
· The Review Committee will assess all eligible applications and make recommendations to the Foundation Board of Directors regarding which projects should be approved
· Applicants will be notified in writing of the Foundation’s decisions by the end of April each year
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Please contact the Foundation at 604.538.7061 or info@recreationfoundationbc.ca
